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Read and undeRstand all instRuctions and waRnings pRioR  
to installation of system and opeRation of vehicle.

Part#: 124075
Product: Rocker guards
Application: 1997-2002 Jeep tJ

safety waRning  BDS Suspension Co. recommends this system be installed by a professional technician. 
In addition to these instructions, professional knowledge of disassembly/ reassembly procedures and post installation 
checks must be known.

installation instRuctions
1. Park the vehicle on a clean, flat surface and block the rear wheels for safety. Perform the following installation one 

side at a time starting with the passenger’s side.

2. If equipped, remove the OE side steps. (Fig 1)

FIG. 1

3. Remove the front “flairette” from the side of the vehicle and discard (Fig 1, 2). It is attached by three bolts threaded 
into rivet nuts in the body.

FIG. 2

4. Locate the 5 small tabs along the bottom of the rocker panel (Fig 3). Carefully bend the tabs up with soft jaw pliers 
or a rubber mallet to make a straight smooth edge along the bottom of the panel. This will give the rocker guard a 
straight consistent surface to mount against.
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FIG. 3

5. Locate the passenger’s side rocker guard. When installed the BDS logo should be to the front. Optional: 3” wide foam 
tape is provided in this kit. This tape is intended to be installed along the top 3” of the rocker guard between the 
guard and body to help seal out water and protect the paint. Remove the adhesive back and install the tape flush 
with the top edge of the rocker guard (Fig 4). Trim off the access foam around the ends, around the "BDS" and at 
each hole location.

FIG. 4

6. With the help of an assistant, hold the rocker guard up to the body so the bottom is against the bottom of the rocker 
panel and centered between the front and rear flairs. (Fig 5) Mark each of the outer mounting holes to be drilled. 
Also mark the three bottom holes to be drilled in the floor panel. Remove the rocker guard from the vehicle.

FIG. 5

7. Drill 5/16” holes at each of the 5 side panel marks and 3/8” holes in the 3 floor marks. Caution: Check for wires 
before drilling.

8. Install the rocker guard on the vehicle with the five 5/16” x 7/8” button head bolts, nuts and five fender washers 
(placed on the inside of the vehicle against the vehicle sheet metal). Leave hardware loose.

9. Attach the rocker guard through the bottom 3 holes with two 3/8” x 2” bolts, nut and washers at the outside two 
holes in conjunction with a 1” tall spacer sleeve at each point (Fig 6). Install a 3/8” x 2-3/4” bolt, nut and washers 
with a 1-3/4” spacer in the middle hole. Leave hardware loose.
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FIG. 6

10. With all of the hardware loosely installed go back and torque the 5/16” hardware to 18 ft-lbs and the 3/8” hardware to 25 
ft-lbs.

11. Repeat the installation procedure on the driver’s side of the vehicle.

12. With both sides installed go back and check all hardware for proper torque.

13. Check hardware after 500 miles.


